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purpuses, and lo vest these waters in
irrigation disiricts. We shonld say that
the Crown should have the sole right. 1
svmpathise with the Minister because he
has had a heavy burden to carry in try-
ing to pilot this Rill through, though
there is a certain amount of justification
in the Minisler baving to give way to the
solid front whieh has been arrayed
against him for the lasl lwo years, If
his amendmeni{ must he accepted, I shall
enler my protest against it

New clause put and passed.

Tille—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, the re-
port adopted, and a Message forwarded
to the Assembly with a request that the
Council’s amendments be made.

House adjowrned at 10.28 p.m.

Tegislative Council,
Thursday, 3rd September, 1914
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 p.m., and read prayvers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By (he (‘olontal Seeretary: Statement
of comparative results and working of
the Western Australian  Government
Railwavs for the past five years.

[COUNCL.]

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

The Colonial Secretary and State

Steamships.
The COLONIAL  SECRETARY
(Hon. J. M. Drew—Ceniral) [3.2] :

Last evening the hon, Mr. Kingsmill eriti-
cised the Slate steamship “Western Aus-
tralia” T have no objection to his mak-
ing the remarks, but this morning I re-
ceived a letter from the manager of the
State Steamship Service containing in-
formation whieh I think hon. members
should be possessed of, The letter is
from Mr. Stevens, the manager of Lhe
State Steamship Service, and is dated
Ard September, 1914, He writes—

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Perth. Re ss. “Western Ausiralia.”
I think you will be inlerested to know
that the finanecial resulls of the running
of the “Western Australia™ on her last
round voyage from Fremantle to Purt
Darwin and refurn have been very
salisfactorv—s=o much so as to eclipse
any previous voyage the ship has made
on the coast. The running cost of the
voyage was £3.204 13s. 2d., to which
has to he added an amount of £798 for
proportion of insurance, depreeciation,
and interest, making a total gross cost
of Ihe trip of £4092. The revenue
from the vovage awmounted to £4,502,
leaving a net profit of £410. Details
of the fizures are on the attached
statement. This result is an interest-
ing and ratizfaelory one, and was not,
so far as [ am aware, due to any cir-
cumsianees which ean be regarded as
nnique. or even of a special nature. 1

. believe, were it not for the disturbance
of trade owing to the outhreak of war,
results approaching this would attend
ony efforis in the future, As to the
ship herself. the vessel is now in exceed-
ingly good condition in every respect
and is, owing to improved conditions
on bhoard, becoming very popular with
the {rading cominunity on the coast. [
do not wish vou to conclude from this
that 1 have to any extent retired from
the opinion previously expressed to
vou, thalt the ship is fundamentally
and altogether an unsuitable one for
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the special requiremenis of the North-
West trade, she not having been de-
signed for such work and owing fo the
many speécial features about her—
which were, no doubt, desirable for the
purpose for which she ivas originally
intended —these all tend to make her a
very expensive ship to run, and, owing
to her small earrying capacity, a very
difficult one to earn revenue with.
However, the results from this last trip
are highly satisfaetory, and I have no
donbt will appear so to the Govern-
ment.

With regard to ithe vovage No. 20, the
expenses of the voyage as set out
in , the statement aceompanying the
letter were as follows:—Wages, £988
4s. 9d.; wine account, £143 10s.
Gd.;  wafer, £39 1ls, 10d.;  coal,
£1,20¢ 18s.; fodder, 18s. 9d.; gen-
eral dishursements, £841 8s. 4d.; making
a lotal of £3,294 13s. 24. With regard
to insuranee, accident aceounis for £60
and marite £180, a total of £240.
Depreciation, one-fwelfth of  £4,000,
amounted to £333; interest, £325; a
total of £398, or a grand total of the
items T have just given of £4,092, 13s. 2d.
On the revenue side freight amounted te
£2,030 Gs. 94.; passages £1,625 17s.; the
bar, £387; subsidy, £458 16s. 8d.; a
total of £4,522, giving a net profit of
£410. This profit is absolutely net, as il
is gained after taking into account every
known disbursement due to this voyage.
The hon. member suggested that the
vessel should be presented as a gift to
the Tmperial Government. There' is
scarcely any necessity to make a gift of
the vessel to the British Government. 1
helieve they are already fAush of ships
and T hope, before long, they will bhe
still more flush.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: I am very sorry
you eannot give her away.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY :

There is sueh a thing as-making an ex-
change. I have a scheme under consid-
eration now which may result in a very
satizfactory solution” of a problem which
has perplexed my mind for many months
past.
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QUESTION — LIQUOR LICE\TSE
PROSECUTION. e

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, Is the liquor inspee-
tor, on the prosecution of an hotel-
keeper on the goldfields for having liguor
adulterated with water, entitled to claim
£5 2s, railway fare and sleeper accom-
modation, and also witness fees at the
rate of 15s. a day? 2, Does he receive
the £3 2s. or does it go to the depart-
ment? 3, Has the inspector a periodical
railway tieket, and, if so, does the de-
yartment supply it? 4, Is it fair that
either .the department or inspector should
make a profit on his railway fare, or om
the inspector's salary, in view of the fact
that. the minimumn fine is £5, aud £2,
analyst’s fee, is alwavs added? 5, Will
the Minister direct the retwrm fo the
parties who paid same any profits
wrongfully made under ihe above eir-
cumstances?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY re-
plieI: 1, Yex; 2. The fare is not paid
to the department but to Treasury re-
imbursements in aid. 3, Yes. 4, The
Ciovernment does not make a profit on
the railwav fares, The inspectors’ all-
lines tickeis cost £42 10s, per annum
each, and it is ounly just that fares
should be credited to the Siate when
journevs are made by inspectors for the
purpose of conduciing a prosecution.
The first-class ordinary fare plus sleep-
ing” berth is the basis adopted, as that
would be the amount involved did the
State not provide “all-lines” tickets, In-
spectors are paid a travelling allowanee
by the State when out of town, and the
fee claimed as wilness in sueh cases is
eonsidered to be equitable. 5, Tn view of
the information contained in the fore-
going answers it is not proposed t6 make
any refunds.

QUESTION - - EMERGENCY LEGIS-
LATION CONFERENCE. -

Hon, Sir EDWARD ‘WITTENOQOM
asked the Colonia] Secretary: Why, at a
conference in connection with “eémergeney
legislation convened hy the Premier on
the 1st instant,. no representatives. of the
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Pastoralists’ Association or the Farmers
and Settlers’ Association were invited?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: It was considered ihat the con-
ference as convened embraced the inter-
ests concerned,

QUESTION—MATERNITY HOS-
PITAL.
Hon. C. SOMMERS asked the Col-

vnial Secretary: What steps have been
taken by the Government o ereer a ma-
termiy hospital, as prumised in the Gov-
ernor’'s Speech at the opening of Parlia-
ment ?

- The COLONTAL SECRETARY re-
plied as follows : Draft plans have been
prepared and approved of by u commit-
tee consisting of three members of the
medical profession.

BILL — LEEDERVILLE RATES
VALIDATION,

Third Keading.

The COLONITAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. M. Drew --Centrai) [3.8]: I
move—

That the Bill be read a third time.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [3.9]: T should like to say in
regard to the point 1 raised yesterday,
as to the extent of the elause, I am now
quite satisfied that the clause, as printed,
would not affect the ratepayers to the ex-
tent that I anticipated. I am quite satis-
fied to allow the Bili to-go through.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and passed,

BILL—PLANT DISEASES.
Second Reading.

Debate resnmed from the 1st Septem-
ber.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West}
[310]: T moved the adjournment of
the debate on the second reading of this
Bill with a view to going carefully into
it, and this T have done. I realise that
it is absolutely necessary that the de-
partment should have power to do quite

[COUNCIL.]

a number of things. Diseases in plants
are very farreaching and form one of
those troubles which unfortunately bas
ot a considerable grip in this State. The
utmost that the department can do at the
present time is to keep them in check as
much as possible. Of course, in this Bill -
there are some clauses which are very
drastic, and amongst them is one in
particalar, namely Clause 32, which
throws the onus of proof upon the de-
fendant. When we get into Committee
I shall ask to have that clause postponed
for a short time until T can look into it
more fully and get some information
upon it. Apart from that, while there
are very drastic measures in the clauses
of the Bill, T realise that the olficers? of
the depariment must have full power to
enter an orchard and do various things.
This may be inconvenient to fruit-
srowers to a certain extent, still T think
the measure will be for the benefit of
the froil industry at large. T realise
that such a measure as this is required.
When the Bill gets into Committee T
shall deal with the particular eclanse I
have mentioned. I shall assist the Gov-
ernment in earrying the  measure
through and beg to support the seeond
reading.

Hon. J. . CULLEN (South-East})
[3.13]: A very large proportion of the
fruitprowers in the State are in the pro-
vinee which I have the honour to repre-
sent. 1 have had certain representations
made to me regarding this Bill. T recog-
nise, with the hon. Mr, Clarke, that very
wide powers must be given to the depart-
ment, but I think they are asking a little
hit more than is necessary in the way of
diseretionary power. TIn Commitiee I
am gaing to try to get two amendments
effected, both of them heing very im-
portant. Practically, the Bill leaves
everything to the department. Now it
may be said that all interests will be
equal to the department. That is to say,
that the department will deal quite im-
partially with lictle and big amongst the
fruitgrowers, That is just where my
faith fails, Mr. President. There is a lot
of human natore in departmental offi-
cials and they will naturally value com-
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interests above all others. In
short, the big grower will be their main
concern, As for the little
the owners of home gardens, to the de-
parimental officer they are a kind of
second-raie nuisance, The deparimental
officer says, “Commercial inlerests are at
stake, and for the sake of commereial
interests we are going fo deal drastically
with the litile fellows, who are to a
wreat extent a trouble to the depart-
ment.,” Now, T am not imagining the
position. T happen to know that the
department’s first idea was a registra-
tion fee of from £1 to £2; that is to
say, the owner of a home garden with his
lialf dozen lrees for his family would
pay £1, and the owner of 1,000 acres of
Troit trees would pay £2. Of course, the
owner of the 1,000 acres would say, “Oh,
ibat is quite right; it is the liitle fellow
who is the danger. The hig owner for
his own sake will wateh against disease;
but the little fellow will not, becanse his
livelihood is not at stake’” However, this
is only one side of the question. 1 hold
that the healthiest eondition of a country
obtains when Lhe largest proportion of
its people are on the land, making their
homes on the land; and the healihiest
home is the home thal gx‘ows.frnil for
itself. Therefore, Parliament must en-
courage home gardens, T reecognise that
if there is a free at all, there is danger
of disease; and therefore I am quite with
1he department in saying that everybody,
cven the person having only a single
froit tree, must register. But I want to
denl gently with the small owner. If
the Minister in charge of the Bill will
consent to grade the fees from, say. 5s.
upwards, then T shall he quite satisfied
with that part of the BRill. T am not,
however, satisfied to leave that part as it
is now, to leave the department to fix

‘mereial

fellows and

all fees. I am certainly not eontent with
that. The majority of the small nwners

wounld be forced to chop down their frees,
hecanse it would not pay the owner of
half a dozen trees to ineur a fee of £1
jrer year, Why should he incur such a
fee? T shall move in Committee that the
fees be graded from. say, 5s. up to £5,
according to the area of orchard. I ad-
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mit that this would be a rule of thumb
arrangemeni, but there is no better way
of doing it. I have ounly one other
amendment that T shail ask the House
to insist on and that is a provisicn simi-
lar to that which the Government placed
in the Irrigation Bill, and which we im-
proved yesterday in Committee. The
provision is that all regulations framed
under this measure shall be subject to
disallowance by either House of Parlia-
ment. With these two amendments, I,
as representing a large proportion of the
fruitgrowers of this State and knowing
their minds, am quite content te grant
all the other drastic powers asked for on
hehalf of the department,

Hon. 1. M. Clarke: The fruitgrowers
were parties to this Bill, vou know,

Hon. J, F, CULLEN:; That is to say,
the fritzrowers’ exeentive. That is irne.
Bul the excculive rvepresenis ihe big
growers, {he commercial inferests. 1
want to bring forward the flomestic in-
terests, the home garden; and I am sure
that the departimental officers, when they
come to lhink the maiter out will say,
“We wani every man o have his own
vine and fig tree.”

Hon, A. SANDERSON (Mefropolitan-
Suburban) [319]: T am in some diffi-
culty over this Bill, and I think other
members will be when they realise the
position, The Bill is required; that is to
say, the eradication of disease in the or-
chards of this counlry is a matler whieh
coneerms not only the fruitgrowers, but
the public ceneraliv, and {he question we
shall have to ask ourselves is whether we
are jusl going to pass this Bill practically
without any amendments, whether we will
let it go through whilst realising that a
great many of iis clanses shonld not be
there. The measure throws a verv heavy
responsihility  on  the Department of
Agriculture, and 1 {hink the heads
of that depariment wonld thou-
selves be the first to acknowledge
that they have not a sofficient
number of inspectors, and that they
have not sufliciently experienced inspee-
{ors, to exercise the very great powers
proposed to be put inio their hands. 1T
certainly am most unwilling to hold up
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the business of the eountry at the present
Juneture in order fo diseuss this Bill. I
will, however, call attention to Clanse 8—
Bvery occupier of an orchard in
whiel any disease appears shail, within
twenty-four hours after first discovering
or becoming aware of ils presenee,
give wrilten notiee thereof to an in-
spector or te the Under Sceretary,
Then, if one wanls to know what disease
is, one finds in the interprelation that—
“4Disease’’ means any parasite, of
whatsoever kind, and whether of vege-
table or animal nalure, which commonly
altacks or is found on plants.
If we had an expert going ronund the or-
chards of this country, I guarantee that
Le conld not go into a single orehard
withoui finding at any rate something that
should he reported.

ITon. R. J. Lynn: Would that inierpre-
tation apply to black aphis on eitrus
trees?

Hon, A. SANDERSON: The hon.
member knows perfeetly well that it does.
Oune reason why T am prepared io give
these powers to the department is that
from an experience of 15 or 20 years I
know that practically no use will be made
of lhe powers, There is talk now about
remistration of orchards. Those hon. mem-
hers who are interested in fruit-growing
will remember ihat Ar, Lindley Cowen,
who was at ove Lime head of the Agrieul-
tural Department, toolt a great interest
in this malter; and I preserve amongst
my papers, and preserve carefully, a re-
ceipt given me by Mr. Lindley. Cowen
for “6s., registralion of an orchard.”
Speaking without the book, spenkiug
from memory, 1 am under the impression
that years ago an Aci was passed insisling
on every orchard in this State being re-
gislered. That aet was in the hands of
the Agriculiural Department, and, again
speaking wilhout offieial knowledge and
without returns. [ shonld be very much
surprised if 20 per cent. of the orchardists
in lhis eounlry ever registered as I did
under Mr, Tindley Cowen’s regime al the
Agricultural Depariment. Then there is
the malter of penalties, which 1is dealt
with in Clanses 30 and 31. T would ask
hon. members particularly to read Clause

[COUNCIL.]

30 n conneetion with the clauses 1 bave
just quoted relative to giving notice of
appearance of disease, Clanse 30 reads
as follows:—

Lvery person who eommits any
offenee against this Aet shall (if no
penalty is hereinbefore specified for the
offence) be liable on sommary convie-
lion lo a penalty not exceeding one
hundred pounds.

The following clause provides that—

The minimum penalty for any of-
fence against this Aet shall be one-
twentieth of the maximum, and no
conrt or magistrate shall have any
power to rednee sueh minimum.

One does not require to emphasise that to
see the absurdity of the position. The
orchardist is called upon to send notice
within twenty-four hours of the appear-
ance of disease of any kind on any plant
in any orchard, and if he fails to send
nolice as reqnired there is a minimum
penalty of £5, which eannot be remitted.
I do not think tbat this is the kind of
thing thal members of Parlizment or the
fruit-growers of this State or the general
public  really wish to see. At the
same (ime, 1 am ecertainly not going lo
appose the second reading, because I rea-
lise that a®measure of this kind is neces-
sary, The only suggestion I can make to
the leader of the House, in order lo save
time, is Lhat there should be some pro-
vision for appeal to a Minister, becanse
otherwise it really does not matler whether
we pass this or not. T1f we look at this
Bill, if we understand it, and if we rea-
lise that the Department of Agrieulture
is going to put it into force, then I do
not want anything more than (hese Lhree
clavses which I have read. If one conld
appeal lo the Minister, the position would
be different, Personally, as a small fruif-
grower, although I do not like the Bill
roing through at this pace, although I
think it ought lo be fully diseussed, still,
in all the cirenmstances, I would ask only
for (hat one amendment of an appeal to
the Miinister, and thal nolhing should be
done unfil the appeal has heen heard.
We all know what inspeclors are in every
deparimeni, Some of them are incap-
able. and some of them are officious. and
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they will do damage to an orchard bhefore
the owner has a chance of appealing. I
am trying to disecover a way by which we
ean save time, by which we can meet what
is admitled to be a serious position of
affairs. Mr. Clarke and Mr. Cullen,
as representing fruii-growing distriets,
pointed ibat out. Buot how can we do a
fair thing to the fruit-growing industry
and ai the same time do a fair thing to
ourselves in view of the circumstances in
which we find ounrselves at the present
moment? All of us are anxious to assisl
the Government in getting through buosi-
ness as quickly as possible, Once we be-
gin to diseuss this Bill, in Committee, in
the directions indicated by hon. members,
e shall encounter all sorts of difficulties.
There will ke the question whether the
Minister ean aceept such and such an
amendment. Then here will be the send-
ing of the amendment te the Lower House.
Next, (here will be indignation at being
bothered with this sort of thing at the last
minute, The result, most likely, will be
that the Bill will be thrown out, when
probably it is wanted. Having looked
carefully ihvough the measure and given
eonsideration to all the cirenmstances, I
wonld suggest fo the Minister, and sug-
gest also te hon. members generally, thaf
the Bill might be accepted with the in-
sertion of a provision that an appeal may
be made to the Minister, and that until
the appeal has been heard nothing shall
be done, Wilh such a provision, I per-
sonally would bhe prepared to let the mea-
swre go lhrough without diseussion,

Hon. J. I'. Cullen: We might get dis-
ease scattered all over the country.

Flon. A. SANDERSON: In the mean-
time?

Hon. J. I Culien: Yes.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: I am not dis-
cussing 1hat, because T do not agree wilh
the hon, member, and T think I couid
salisfy the hon. member and salisfy the
House thal he is wrong, However, T
will not take up the time of the House in
that direefion at present. 1 am simply
looking for means whereby we can get
through this Bill with as mueh satisfae-
tion to everybody concerned as may be
possihle in the circumstanees. I think if
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the Minister will agree lo my suggestion
—and [ eannot see any very great ob-
jection lo it myself—that we could let the
Bill go through with a mild protest. We
musi, however, have some kind of appeal
from the departmental officers to the Min-
ister before damage is done,

Hon, E. M. Clarke: In regard fo the
penalties?

Hon., A. SANDERSON: With regard
to the penalties and with regard to the
eradicalion of disease. An appeal will
not take very long, The orchardist will
he able to get the telephone or the tele-
graph to work, and notify that there is
an appeal eoming along. Otherwise I
Pear sericus damage might be done by an
inspector acting hastily, without the possi-
bility of appeal lo the Minisler. Fifty
or & lundred pounds’ waorth of damage
might easily be done and the unfortu-
nale orchavdist invelved would have ab-
solutely no redress.

Hon. Sir E. H., WITTENQOM
(North) [3.29]: Whilst T have no inten-
tion of opposing the Bill, it is perfecily
clear o me that if the measure goes
through the House in its present form
it will prove fatal to vearly all private
gardens. There are numbers of men,
owners of farms and stations all over the
State, who have a few lrees and grow a
little fruit. These men not only do not
know how to cure disease when they come
upon it, hut most of them, I fear, will
not know a disease when they see il. The
congequience, under this Bill, would be
that they must bhe fined, Under Clause
8. they are liable to be fined if they fail
to report discase existing in their trees
within 24 hours of the discovery of such
diseasc.

Hon, A, Sanderson : must he
fined,

Hon. Sir K. . WITTENOOM . A
ereat  many of them will not know
whether their Lrees have disease or not.
They grow a little fruit—very imper-
fectly. 1 admit-—

The Colonial Seeretary: They have to
report within 24 hours after first dis-
covering disease,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Within 24 hours
after they become aware of it

They
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Hon. Siv E. H. WITTENQOM: Aeccord-
ing to that, a man need not diseover
disease in his trees for six months. An
inspestor may come along and say, “I
will look at your garden” and if he sees
black seale there, he ean summon the
owner, If the owner declares that he was
not aware of the existence of the scale
the inspector might tell him that he ought
to have known, and the result will be
that the owner will be dealt with in a
drastic mauner. Ovehards deserve to be
treated from a commercial point of view,
as the Bill contemplates, but while T am
not saying this with any hosiility to the
Bill, we ought to try and find ont how
an individual ean be protected from the
proposed draslic treatment, and how ke
might ge enabled te erow a little fruit.
I know where black seale and other
diseases exist, and from these orchards
the owners get sufficient Ffruit for their
families. My friend has put the matter
so clearly that [ do vot think there ecan
be any doubt about the drastic state of
aftairs whieh will exist in the case of
small gardens.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East)
[3.33]: T support the remarks made by
Mr. Sanderson. 1 feel there should he
the right of appeal. We have frequently
seen the effect of the work of some of
the inspectors of the various branches of
the public service, and under the Act
which we have on the statute-books deal-
ing with orchards,

Hon. Sir . H. Wittenoom: Tt is {heir
duty.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: But they
exceed {heir duty. They come along as
has heen done in the past and order the
destruction of some fruit trees which
may possibly be a source of revenue to
a poor person, and afferwards it is dis-
covered that perhaps the diffieulty could
have heen ant over without the destrue-
tion of the tree, but after the tree has
heen demolished it cammot he replaced.

The «question of registration was
suegesied by the orehardisls  ihem-
selves, and it was their suggestion
also, that il was only fair and
vieht that compensation should be
paid,  The orchardists sugeested they

[COUNCIL.]

should pay a fee of £1 to £5, or whatever
they could agree to amongst themselves,
and that the whole of the money shouid
go into & fund from which they could
pay compensation whenever trees were
destroyed. T think that was reasonable
and right, but this Bill it seems to me has
been drawn up lo take advantage of the
good suggestion of the orchardists see-
ing that {hey were willing to subscribe
tg & fund, The deparlment are quite
willing that theyv shounld do so by way of
registration, hut they are not going to
disburse that fund in the way anticipated
by the orchardists, for under Clause 28
we se¢e that there is to be no compensation
paid in the case of destruction, so that
the department intend to purloin the
fund in the interests of departmental ex-
penditure generally. There should he
the right of appeal to the Minister, and
1 think it should be recognised in case of
absolute destruction of an orchard, and
the livelihood of the owner being inter-
fered with, that compensalion in some
form should he paid. I will not put any
obstacle in the way of the passing of
the measnre. 1 realise that many orchard-
ists are anxious to see a measure of thiz
nature on the statute-hook. We have
been told by Mr. Clarke that the orchard-
ists are anxious to see the Bill go
through, but T think it is due to members
that we should not he asked in a few
moments to pass a measure of such a
drastic nature. I am quite willing,
however, to fall into line with other
members if thev are satisfied with the
Bill, provided there is provision for a
definite appeal to the Minister, and the
clanse suegested by Mr. Callen 35 in-
serted.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central—in reply) [3.38]:
AMr. Cullen suggested that the minimum
fee for remistration should be 5, 1
might inform the hon, member that the
minimum fee at present is 2s. 6d.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: T am content
with that.
The COTLONTAL SECRETARY :

There was a proposal that the fee for
vegisiration in connection with the efforts
ta eradieate the fruit fiy should be £1.
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but that proposal on being submitted to
Cabinet was turned down, and the minj-
mum fee of 2s. 6d. was decided upon.
There is no provision made for appeal,
and the Parliamentary Draftsman econ-
sidered it unnecessary to do so, as the
Justices Act gives every right to appeal
to the courf. Sir Edward Wittenoom
said the Bill would be fatal to small gar-
dens. These small gardens, from the ex-
perience of the inspectors, are the chief
disseminators of the disease,

Hon. Sir B, H, Wittenoom: It is true,
that is the trouble.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
will be useless to introduce legistation of
this character and not make it apply to
the small orchards.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: The small
orchards will have to go.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Sanderson referred to the drastic penal-
ties and pointed out that the maximum
was £100. That is identically the same as
" the maximum penally in the prineipal
Act, the Tnseet Pests Acl, which has been
in operalion for 16 years, and against
which there has been no complaint.

Ton. A. Sanderson: Tt is the mini-
mum penalty.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
have gone further and established a mini-
mum penaity for any offence against the
Act, so that the adminisiration of the Act
might not be reduced to a farce. A man
may be convieted of a serious offence
against this Aet and fined only a few
shillings. This has been done under the
Fisheries Act, magisiraies having im-
posed a nominal penalty for a breach.

Hon. A. Sanderson: They know all
the circumsiances of (he case.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
has been considered advisable to deter-
mine the minimum, Mr. Hamersley
slated that the regislration fee should go
towards the payment of ecompensalion ta
those whose orchards had been destroyved.
That was not the intention of the or-
chardists. The intention was to provide
more inspeclors for the deparment, and
that provision has been made in accord-
ance with the suggestion of the fruit-
growers’ conference,
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commitiee, elcetera,

Hon, W, Ningsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed fo.

Clause 4—Interpretation:

Hor. A. SANDERSON: It is well
that members should know what they are
doing, The interpretation of “disease”
is, any parasite of whaiever kind, and
whether of vegetable or animal nature,
which commonly attacks or is found in
planis., 1 gather that the Minister is not
in favour of the suggestion T made that
the appeal should be to him.

The Colonial Secretary: Afler eon
viclion?

ITon. A. SANDERSON: Before any-
tliing is done. Tt is the question of root-
ing up vines that T am thinking of. Here
we have disease meaning a parasite of
any kind, and we are to trust fo the Ag-
ricultural Department,

Hou. E. M. CLARKE: T would point
out that some of the orchardists’ best
friends are found on plants, and the in-
terpretation of disease includes parasites
of any kind found on planls. Take for
instance the lady-bird; that is always
found on plants. I think the Minister
ghould make the position clear by strik-
ing ont the words “or is found on
plants,” Lady-birds are found on plants
and they are our friends, I move an
amendment—

That in the definition of “Disease,”
the words “or is found on” le struck
out.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
interpretation of disease here is very
much like what it i1s in the original Act
which reads, “Disease means insect, fun-
gus or parasite found on or attacking
fruit or plants.” All these measures must
be adminigiered with a certain amount
of commonsense,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: T hope the
Minister will not bring forward that ar-
gument again—that it is found in the
original Aect.  Probably that Aect was
passed as we are asked to pass this mea-
sure now, without diseussion. In saying
that it has worked all right, 1 know some
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thing about the administration of the
Agricultural Department, If the Min-
ister will give this single concession I
will let the Bill go.

The COLONJAL SECRETARY: We
cannot give any concession. If members
want fhis coneession then they are not
in favour of (he Bill, and it should be
thrown oat,

Hon. E. M. Clarke:
fair,

Hon. V. HAMERSLIEY: The origi-
nal definition says, “found on or attack-
ing fruit or plants.” That is very dif-
fereni from the definition we ave now
asked to pass in this Bill.

Amendment pui and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 35, G6—agreed to.

Clause 7—Appointment of officers:

Hon, R, J. LYNN: Will the Minister
give an assurance that no inspector un-
der the clause will be appointed unless
he is duly qualified by a departmental
examinalion.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Be-
fore any inspector is taken on lie is sub-
miited to a written examinalion and alse
o praciieal exdmination in the field.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: It is rather
unfair to take advaniage of one’s posi-
tion here to make comment favourably
or nnfavonrably about officers of the de-
partment. No doubt the depariment do
the best they ean. An officer who has
long since lelt the department, with
whom T was well aequainted in his eap-
acily as inspector—and he sbould have
known something because he had an or-
chard in ihe distriet which was very
badly mismanaged—was appointed an in-
spector under lhe Aect and did wany
things which the departmeni would not

That is hardly

agree with,

The Colonial Seeretary: How long
sinee?

Hon, A. SANDERSON: T will not
give any details at all,

The Colonial Seeretary: Bui that

makes all the difference.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Then I shall
puk it in another way. I ask is the chief
inspector satisfied with every officer who
-is at present under his eontrol? It stands

[COUNCIL.]

to reason he is not. It is not fair to say
that every inspector appointed is eap-
able,

Hon. B. G. ARDAGH: The Minister
has sialed ihat before an inspeclor is ap-
pointed e must undergo a written and
practical examination; that ought to be a
sufficient assurance,

Hon. R. J. LYNN: I know one indi-
vidual who was appointed under the Act
in the West province. He was trans-
ferred from one deparfment to another,
from His Majesty’s prison to an inspee-
torship under this Aet. That man never
had any experience in an orchard.

The Colonial Secretary: When was the
appointment made?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Two years ago. I
have an assurance given me now that the
deparfment will insist on an examinalion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No
such appointent as that mentioned by
Mr. Lynn has ever taken place since the
present Government have been in power.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: We do not’
want to be misled, We have heard a
statement by Mr. Lynn and it has been
Matly conivadieted by the Minisiter. Tt
is a serions thing if an orchardist is to
be nuder the control of an inspector who
is vot competenl, men without experi-
ence, beeause an inspector has the right
{o order the uproofing of trees.

Hon, R, J. LYNN: I do not desire to
meniion names, but T will give the in-
formation to the Minisler privately, and
he ean make the necessary ingniries, TIf
he finds the informalion is not correct I
shall require some explanafion from my
informant. but I have not the shadow of
a doubt that my information is eorrect.

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 8—Notice 1o be given of ap-
pearance of disease:

Hon, J. NUFFELLL: hat is the
meaning of the words “every occupier of
an orchard”? An orchard means any
garden. Suppose T have an orange tres
growing i my hackyard, and T notice
black aphis on fthe tree, is it necessary
for me to give information to an inspec-
lor at once?

The COLONTAT: SECRETARY: The
clause is verv clear, and again, it is an
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have a record of that orchard. I gather
now that it is proposed to collect an an-
nual fee.

The Colonial Secretary: That is so.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Under the
Bill “orchard” means any land used for
the purpose of growing plants, or any
place where any plant is culiivated or,
having been cultivated, is growing. That
means that everybody who has a garden
will have fo regisier every year.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There must be registralion every year,
and there must be reristration even if
a man owns only one tree eapable of
carrying disease. The minimum fee is
28, 6d. There is provision in the original
Act for this registration, but the Act has
never been administered, beeause the de-
partment has not had sufficient power,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Will the Min-
ister say whether, in the case of one
property on whieh there are five or six
different plantations of only one or two
trees each, it will be necessary to register
each plantation as a distinet orehard?

Hon, J. F. Cullen: They ought to.

Hon, F, Connor: You will make every
tree pay presently,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Tn-
less the plantations are in c¢lose prox-
imity they must be registered separately.
TE, however, they are on the one bloek, it
will not he necessarv,

Hon. V.HAMERSLEY: I have on my
property a number of different centres.
At each habitation for the workers fruit
trees have heen planted for the benefit
of those people. If an owner of a pro-
perty is io be liable to this annoal regis-
tration and fee, it will be far befter io
grub up ihe trees.

Hon. H. . COLEBATCH: T think
it is very necessary fhal there should bo
registraiion of every place where fruit
trees are grown, but T would like to have
some assurance that the Bill does not
mean exactly what it says,  Appareatly
there is to he an annual registration and,
if for every place where any plant is
growing, it will cover every honse in
Western Anustralia.

Hon. V. Hamersley: And every work-
ers’ home,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH : Under the
definition of “orchard™ we learn that it
means any place where any plant is cul-
livaled, or where any plant which has
been cullivated is growing. Consequently,
it would include every house in the State.
1f some means can be found to confine
the_registralion te places where fruit
trfs are growing, 1 will be content. If
people desire the luxury of growing fruif
trees, they must do their part to prevent
the spread of disease.

Houn. J, DUFFELL: While 1 agree
to a great extent with the clause, I view
with alarm the propesal that everyonc
owning even an apple tree or a potl plant
should have to pay half a erown a year
for the privilege. The case will be met
by a single registration without having
{o pay the fee every year, Registration
is necessary, because cven in the metro.
politan area there are plaeces badly iu-
fected with disease such as Dalkeith anid
the University sile,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member’s proposal would nel be
sufficient. Provision is made for the col-
lection of fees to provide for inspectors.
and this has been done at the reguest of
the fruilgrowers’ conference, A number
of inspectors will be required Lo admin-
ister this Jaw, and fees will be necessary.
The general taxpayer cannot be expeete.]
to bear (his burden,

Hon. A. Sanderson: The general pub-
lic will have to do so.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Pro-
bably it ean be claimed that every plant
on earth would be embraced, but that is
net the intention, The department are
coneerned aboul fruit and have little con-
cern in regard to ordinary plants,

Hon. C. SOMMERS: If this elause i3
enforeed, cvery householder in the Staie
will have to register his place, Surely
this is nol contemplaied. Il will mean
that anyone growing a box plant on his
window sill, having a plot of violets, 2
hiedze plant or even a lawn will have to
vegisler his premises and pay half a
erown a year. I am in sympathy with
the objeet of the Bill, but an amendment
18 necessary.
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Hon, E, M, CLARKE: While the defl-
nilion of “orchard’’ is very wide, no rea-
sonable man couid exlend it to include
every place. The African boxthorn car-
ries over the fruit-ly from season to sea-
son, and probably other plants also. The
object of the department is evidently to
be placed in a position to order the de-
strnction of snech plants,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I wish to
move an amendment to paragraph (b) of
Subeclause 2, with the object of protecting
those who do not grow frunit trees, The
ingpeelor should have the power men-
tioned by Mr. Clarke,, but registration
and the payment of fees should be con-
fined ta those whe grow frat,

The CHATRMAN: Before the hon.
member ean move his amendment it will
be necessary for the other amendment
to be withdrawn,

Hen. J, ¥, CULLEN: T ask leave to
withdraw my amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: 1
an amendment—

That after “orchards” in time 1 of
paragraph (D) of Subclause 2, the
‘words “conlaming one or more fruit
frees or grape vines” be inserted, i
Hon. .J. F, ALLEN: The object of this

clanse ix simply {o permit regulations
to be made, If the properties concerned
were not registered the inspectors would
have no cogmsance of what was being
arown,

Hon. .I. ¥, Cullen: Tl should not be
necessary to register a fower garden,

Hon. .. F. ALLEN; [t may be neces-
sary. These powers shonld be vested in
the anthorilies so {hat " it becomes ne-
cessary regulalions can he issued.

Hon, A, SANTERSBON: The amend-
ment will not meet the ease. The depart-
et will be given complete eontrol over
all the plants in the State,

Hon. J. ¥, Cullen; Qnite right,

Hon, A, SANDERSON: If it is gnite
right the amendmeni will not alter the
position,

Hon. J. F. Cellen: Jt will, because
otherwise flower gardens will have to be
tegistered.

move
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Hon. A. SANDERSON: Mr. Clarke
desires (hat the department should have
control over other plants than  fruit
trees, which might carry the fruit-fly
from season to season.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: They have thui con-
trol, but it s a question of registering
flower gardens.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: The Minister
sl ihe objeet was Lo collect fees from
fruilgrowers to enable more inspeciors
to be employed. According to the Year
Boolk there are 20,000 acres of land un-
der orchard, and nllowing an average of
ten acres each there will be 2,000 or-
chards each at 2s. Gd. relurning £250.

Hon. J. F. "ullen: Some of them will
pay much more,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The total
amount would not exceed £300, and the
object of the fees will not achieve what
the Minister desires. The department will
have tlis enormous power, bult T am satis-
tieed that as in the past it will not be en-
furced. The department will have con-
trol over everything grown in the State,
and it depends entirely on the Adininis-
tration wlat the effect will be. T do not
see how we can cscape from regisiering
every prlace in the State.

Hon, . SOMMERS: The depart-
mental officers know where fruit trees
and vines are grown, and T suggest that
it would he hetter to insist on registra-
tion afier the different places have been
inspected hy the officers of the depart-
ment,

The (‘olonial Seerelary:
want an avmy of inspectors,

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Already ilhe de-
Partment know where the orchards arve.

Hon. I, F. Cullen: New ones are
planted every week.

Hen., C. SOMMERS: No. every win-
ter. T eowmmend the sugeestion to the
Minister. and think it will be a good way
out of the difficulty.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
cannol acrept the suggestion of the hon.
member. I can see that it would involve
a great deal of expense. QOur abject is
to throw the obligation on the orchard-
ists to register, Tf the snggestion were

You would
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accepted it would mean that we would
have to put on a big staff of inspectors
1o visit the orchards, and even the back-
yards of people who were growing fruit
trees, in order to ascertain which owner
of land npon which fruit trees were
growing was registered under the Act. I
do not objeet to Mr. Colebateh’s amend-
ment, It seems to me fo leave things as
they were.

Hon. J, W. KIRWAN: I only wish to
draw attention fo the importance of the
words ‘“‘all or any” in this partieular see-
tion. I fake it that these words would
mean that it would he within the power
of the Governor to make regulations re-
garding any class of orchard, If it were
thought advisable that only orchards eon-
taining one or more fruit trees or grape
vines should be registered, it would be
within the power of the Governor, un-
der the Bill as it stands, to only inelude
these pariicular orchards. It is entirely
a matter of diseretion, and we must give
the Government ecredit for having some
commonsense, more especially as under
the Bill they have power to make regu-
lations providing for the registration of
special orchards. Tt does not necessarily
say all orchards,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I now have to
re-submit my amendment to this clause
as follows:—

At the end of paragraph (¢) of Sub-
clause 2 to add the words “provided
that registration fees shall be graded
from 2s. Gs. upwards according 1o
area.”

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended agreed to.

(lanse 36—agreed to.

New clanse—Regulations and by-laws:

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I move—

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 37—"(1) Any regulation or
by-law made or purporting to be made
under or by virtue of this Act shall—
{a) be published in the ‘Gazeite’; (b)
take effect from the date of publica-
tion or from a laler dale 1o be specified
therein; and (¢) be judicially noticed,
and unless and until disallowed as here-

~ [COUNCIL.]

inafter provided, or except in so far as
in conflict with any express provision of
this or any other Act, be conclusively
deemed 1o be valid, (2) Such regula-
tions and by-laws shall be laid before
both Houses of Parliament within 14
days after publication if Parliament is
in session, and if not, then within 14
days after the commencement of the
next session, (3) If either House of
Parliament pass a resolution at any
time within one month after any such
regulation or by-law has been laid be-
fore it, disallowing such regulation or
by-law, then the same shall thereupon
cease to have effect; subjecl, howeter,
to such and the like savings as apply
in the case of the repeal of a statute”
New clause passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and

the report adopied.
Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments,

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT.
In Committee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; Hon.
J. . Dodd (Honorary RAlinister} in
charge of (he Bill,

Ciause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 97:

Hon. J. DUFFELL : T would like an
assurance from the Honorary Minister
that in regard to this clause it shall
apply only to places wherein a number
of foreigners are residing. Tn eerlain
portions of the State we know that for-
cigners are in great preponderance. It
will he necessary that the measure shounld
apply thereto. At Broome, for instance,
the foreigners are in a great majority
over the whites, and I ean understand
the closing of hotels altogether up there.
But in a place like the metropolitan
atrea I do not think it is likely to be re-
guired. I think the Minister should
give some assurance that it is not in-
tended that this shall apply te the me-
tropolitan area.

Hon. J. E. DODD : I do net think
there is any likelihood of the Bill being
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brought into operation at all. To give
the assurance mentioned by the hon.
member wonld be very wrong and very
unwise, In the places which T have men-
tioned there are many foreigners who
are subjeets of a ecountry not at war with
our Empire. Take the goldfields, where
there are large numbers of Austrians and
Ttalians. To single out a particular
place where Italians are congregated
would be abount the worst thing we eould
do at the present time. If we were as-
sured that it would only affect Aus-
triang or (Germans, belonging to coun-
tries with which we were at war, I could
understand the souggestion.  This Aet
provides for something which may hap-
pen, but whicli T do not think will hap-
pen.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—Amendient of  Section
116:
Hon, J. DUFFELL: I desire to

draw the attention of hon. members of
this House to ecertain statements whieh
have been uttered by members of an-
other place. We can only gather from
these slatements, that if unlimited pow-
ers are granted, az provided by this
¢lause, we shall not know where we are
going to he landed. It will do more,
in my opinion, to create a panie than
anyihing which has been before the
House, !t will only he a matter of a few
davs when the Minister will he waited
upon and asked lo close hotels at six
o'cioek in the evenings, if the clause is
passed. Recently a certain section of
the eommunity waited upon the Attor-
ney Cieneral and asked him for eertain
amendnients to the Licensing Act, and
almost hefore they commenced to pub
forward their case he pointed out that
they were only asking for half a loaf,
and he went on to say, “Return me and
my party io power and you will get any-
thing vou want.” Jn the face of these
remarks it behoves us fo review hurried
legislation of this kind ealmly and fairly.
What I proprose to do is to move an
amendment as follows:—
That the first four lines be struck
oul and the following inserted in lieu:
—“Notwithstanding anything in Section
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97 of the principal Act, the Governor
may from time to time by proclama-
tion declare that no licensee shall have
to keep his licensed premises open for
the sale of liquor, or sell any liquor, or
permit or swffer any liquor to be drunk
or consumed 0, or upon his licensed
preniises  at  any time before mnine
o’elock in the morning, or afler nine
o’clock at night, upon any day in the
week ercept under the awthorily of an
ocrasional license.”

T am prepared to admit that is drastic,
but at the same time we know what to
expeet, and the pubhie will know what to
expect. They will know that they can-
net, under any circnmstanees, get a drink
before nine in the morning or after nine
at night. T think the amendment wonld
meel the wishes of the majority of the
people; but the Bill, as we have it be-
Bor us, gives power to close at any time
or altogether. If some fanatieal word
went forth that the hotels were to be
closed at six o'eloek, a great deal more
harm than good would result. If the
amendment T propose is agreed to we
will know exactly that there is something
definite about it.  In the Bill there is
nothing definite. Tt seems to me that the
Ministry bringing down the Bill has not
sufficient vertebra to say definitely what
they consider, in any shape or form,
shondd be placed in this Bill in the way
of restriction.

Hon. H. . COLEBATCH: T intend
to support the clause as it is. Notwith-
standing the assurance we have had from
the Tionorary Minister that he hopes no
prartion of this Bill will be put inte foree,
1 trust the Government will nof be afraid
to put any portion of the measure into |
foree if Lhe necessity arises. My fear is
not that ilhe Government will enforce it
too drastically, but that the Government
will fail to enforee it in eases where it
will be required. 1 have always protested
against legislation of a fanatieal nature
in connection with lhe licensing laws, but
it is not enconraging for us to find at the
present time in conniry towns, when
every other class of business is practi-
eally at a standstill, the hotels are
doing a higger trade than before, and it
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is not unusual to see & number of men,
whom, the farmers are unable to keep in
employment, coming in with big cheques
—-which I hope have heen well earned—
and knowing that it is extremely proble-
matical when they will be able to get
their next employment, immediately pro-
ceed to knock down those cheques. These
men when remonstrated with will invari-
ably declare that the Government will
have to look after them. I certainly
would not be a party to limit discretion
in the manner the amendment proposes.
If the Government think it necessary to
close the hotels at six o'clock, the re-
sponsibility will be on them and the de-
cent section of the community will not
be afraid.

Hono, J. F. CULLEN: The closing of
licensed hotels, suhject to police surveil-
lance, may be the means of sending men
with their cheques, to whom reference
has just been made, to shanties which will
grow up in an hour like mushrooms, but
I am ready to give the Government the
powers asked for in this clanse. T am
sure these powers are safe with any set
of responsible Ministers.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES. T hope the Gov-
ernment will adhere to the Bill as it has
been introduced, This, or any other
CGovernment, ean always rely opon me
to eurtail in everv possible way the op-
portunity to obtain liquor. T recognise
that the liguor evil, not only in this State,
but throughout the werld, is the curse of
the present century, and T trust the Gov-
ernment will adhere to the measure as it
slands. 1 would be a national prohibi-
tionist (o-morrow if I thought by putting
down liquor we would not be driving
people to econsuming drugs.

Hen. J. E. DODD: [ think it
would be wrong fo include in a Bill
of this nature a provision sueh as
that moved by Mr. Duffell. Tf ai
some future time the hon. member will
bring forward an amendment of this
kind to the Licensing Act, T shall be very
glad to give him my support. T hold
fairly extreme views in regard to the
liquor question, but T recogmise that T
have no right to foree those extreme
views upon the majority of the people.
This Rill is purely an emergency one, and

[COUNCIL.]

I agree with what Mr. Colebateh has
said. I think the Bill gives the Govern-
ment drastic power, but that may be
needed, and bon. raembers can fairly
trust the Administration, at a time like
this, not to overstep the mark.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: No remark which
has been made will induce me to alter or
withdraw my amendment. We are fully
aware of the faet, and there is no geiting
away from it, that a number of people
are at the present time out of employ-
ment, or on short employment, and I
think an amendment such as the one 1
have moved would in itself be sufficient
lo call the attention of those not already
thrown out of work fo the faet that in
the near future they may be in a similar
position, and that then it might be too
late to conserve .what they are earning
at the present time. The amendment
would have the effect of awakening peo-
ple to the existing stern realities, and to
enable them, before it is too late, to eon-
serve what they are earning at the pre-
sent time. T have not heard one remark
which will induce me to withdraw my
amendmeni. 1 realise the necessity for
it and those engaged in the liquor trade,
T am sure, would abide by the amend-
ment, if it were placed on the statute-
hook,

Houn, D. G. GAWLER: Clause 2 puts
an immeuse power into- the hands of the
Government. We cannot shut our eves
to the faet that the Government hold
very strong views on this suggestion. 1
would bhe the last to suggest that they
would be likely to inake an unfair use of
the power, vel we must remember that
the Attorney General told a deputation
the other day that they had not asked
for half envugh and that if they had
asked for morve they would have got it.
The power is large to be in the hands of
men of these extreme views. T agree
with Mr., Colebatch that facilities should
not be continued for men to knock down
their cheques in country towns. T would
like to proteet those men from handing
over their money to the publicans, See-
ing the reeeption the amendment has had
at the hands of the Committee T would
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suggest to the mover that it be with-
drawn,

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed,

Clause 4-—-agreed to,

Clanse 5—Power to search for and
seize liguor:

Hen. J. F. CULLEN:
amendment—

That after “be” in line 4 the words

“for illicit purposes” be inserled.

T am satisfied that the clause does nof
convey the intention of its framers, If
we give a policeman power to enter a
private house and search for liguor
where will we get to? Oualy the other
day in Sydney a policeman went into a
house and levied blackmail. There is no
need for this kind of legislation at all.

Hon. J. E. DODD: I hope Mr, Culien
will not press the amendment; certainly
the clause is an extremely drastic one.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It is positively
dangerous,

Hon. J. 1. DODD: Bat it is necessary
that it should be drastic. If the amend-
ment is persisted in there will be
no need for the clause at all, be-
cause all the powers are given under
the previous eclanse. We find that
even under the Illicit Sale of Ligquor
Act the police bave not sufficient
power to-day. There is nothing in any
Aet of Parliament which prevents any
person from storing in his house as much
liguor as he may desire, and eonsequent!y
it is easy for persons to get in a big store
of liquor, and it is equally difficult to
prove that it is for ilicit purposes. This
is done on the goldfields, and, I under-
stand, in the timber districts also, where
foreigners are dealing in large quantities
of wine—some of it known as “pinky.”

Hon. J. ¥F. Cullen: The existing Act
deals with that,

Hon. J. E, DODD: No, not in the way
we would like to deal with it if the
emergency should arise. Surely at a fime
like this it is not asking too much that
the police should have power to search
a house for large quantities of liquor.
As for the Attormney General, may T
point out that this measure eannot be

I move an
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brought into force except by proclama-
tion, and that therefore it is not for
any one Minister alone to consider.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: I voled heartily
for full discretionary powers to the Gov-
ermment, but it is an entirely different
matter to give diseretionary powers to
& policeman, Furthermore the Minister
misses one of the points I press. Tle
clause would give a policeman power to
search if he believed there was liquor
in any honse; my amendment will give
him the same power if he believes therc
is liquor there for an illieit purpose.

Hon, J. CORNELL: It is a drastic
clause no doubt. Last session of Parlia-
ment we passed the Illicit Sale of Liquor
Act, one of the most drastie pieces of
legistation ever put on the statute-book.
1t was not in operation six months before
those for whom it was made evaded it.
This very eclause is now in operation ir
portions of the State, and I commend
the man who put it into operation. For
some sections of the community only
drastie legislation is of any avail. On
the Kurrawang woodline, before the
passage of the Tllieit Sale of Liquor Aet,
the “bumbeat” went out and sold along
the line. To-day foreigners along that
line band themselves together and order
supplies of liquor from the nearest town,
and the man who used to take it out on
the “bumboat” and sell it, now takes it
out and delivers the orders, and so gets
over the provisions of the Tllicit Sale of
Liquor Act. If the clause is agreed to
the only portions of the State where it is
ever likely fo be put into operation are
those places where foreigners are con-
gregated. On the Kurrawang woodline
there are over 400 foreigners—mostly
Austrians and Italians—and if they bhe-
come primed with lignor during the
present Buropean crisis we may have
a small war in our own State
There is nothing to prevent 50 Aus-
trians on the woodline ordering 50 ecases
of whisky in Kalgoorlie and nothing to
prevent & man from delivering it.
The question is one of administration, and
the administration of this measare will he
in the hands of the police. Further, the
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measure is not likely to be enforced ex-
cept on the goldfields; and 1 have suffi-
cient confidence in the integrity of the
police foree 1o believe that the powers
under this Bill will not be abused. Pro-
bably, if the Commiitee refuse Lo agree
to the clause, some of my eonstitnents will
be placed in a very awkward situalion in-
deed. I hope the clause will pass as it
stands.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: [ do not think
that if My, Cullen carries his amendment
the effect will be to protect the public to
any grealer extent than is provided by
the Bill. Afler all, it only comes to what
the police officer believes. It is eniirely
a question of what the policeman says he
believes.

Hon. Sir . H. WITTENOOM: I
should like to gel a little more information
as to what the clanse really means. T pre-
sume that under this clanse the police may
take action all over the State; so fhat
really the menning of the eclause is that
it will be an offence to have liquor on your
premises at all; and, therefore, if a police-
man, on examining unlicensed premises,
finds liquor on {hem he can confiscale it.
Suppose an Iialian or Ausirian or other
foreigner has a dozen or half a dozen
botiles of beer in his place; under this
clause o policeman would have power lo
go into the place and seize the liquor, al-
thongl the liquor had been paid for and
there was no intention of selling it. That
is a very strong power indeed to enirust
{o the police; and we know there are
police oflicers and police officers. If a
constable is disposed to be interfering or
excessively zealous, he may cause a good
deal of frouble under this clause. Even
if & combination of people have a quan-
tity of drink on unlicensed premises, it
can, under this clause, be taken away and
confiscated,

Hon, D. G. GAWLER: The Honorary
Minister said just now thaf Clause 4 con-
ferred on police officers practically all
the powers that Clause 5 gives them. But
Clause 5 goes very much further,

Hon. J. E. Dodd: I say that if this
amendment is carried there will be no
need at all for Clause 5.

[COUNCIIL.]

Hon, D. ¢G. GAWLER: Clause 4 in
plain words gives police officers all powers
in relation to illicit sale of liguor under
this measure, which prevents the supply
of liguor in proclaimed distriets or out-
side snch hours as may be proclaimed.
All the powers conferred on police officers
by the prineipal Act may also he exer-
cised under this measure, wherever 1t is
suspecied or believed that offences are be-
ing commitied against this measure.
Therefore, it is necessary to refer to the

principal Act, Section 123 of whieh
chiefly confers powers. The section
reads—

1. Upon complaint on oath before
any justice of the peace that the com-
plainant suspects and believes any
liguor to have been sold

(a.) by any person not lolding a

license authorising the sale
thereof; or

(b.) by any licensee at or in some

premises or place not aunthor-
ised by Lhis license and to be
speeified in  such complaint, -
and

(e.) upon reasonable grounds being

therein shown for such sus-
picion and belief,

such justiee of the peace may grant a-

warran( to any police officer to enter

and search any specified premises or
place; and such police officer may break

open any doors not opened within a

reasonable time afler demand, and may

seize all liquors which he then and there
linds ...
Are not those powers sufficient to enable
the police officer to work under this mea-
sure, and cannot we then delete Clause 5,
whieh is the bone of contention?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
ean move to strike out Clause 5 after lhis
amendment has been disposed of. I
wonld ask hon. members to speak to the
amendment.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: Tt is rather
difficalt 1o keep within ihe actnal bounds
of the amendment, in view of the argu-
ments which have been used by the Hon-
orary Minister, The Honorary Minister
said that there are certain powers under
the Tllicit Bale of Liquor Aect. So far



|3 SeprEmeER, 1014.]

as I can see, however, those powers are
not given to the police under this Bill,
which confers on them only the powers
under the main Act of 1911. The Illicit
Sale of Liguor Aet Amendment Aet of
1913 goes much forther than the main
Act of 1911, and I think it would have
been well {o include the powers of the
later Act in this Bill,

Hon. J. E, Dodd: That later Aect still
continues,

Hon, D, G, GAWLER: But not as re-
gards this measure. Under the clanse now
before the Committee, however, 8 police-
man might, for instance, take a case of
whisky ont of my cellar, Why should
that power be required, seeing the exten-
sive powers which the police already
have? The only thing the amendment
seeks to impose on the policeman is that
he shall believe that the stuff is there for
illicit sale, Why should not he believe
that? Why shounld he be allowed to seize
liguor which is stored on premises for
Jawful purposes? The amendment would
do no harm, and it would take the sting
out of the clause.

Hon. J. E. DODD: I would like to
meet the wishes of the Committee, but I
am not satisfied that the Committee desire
Lhe inclusion of the amendment., Where
the police believe there is a large amount
of liquor stored on premises, they have
the right to enter and search those pre-
mises, We know that there are such
places on the goldfields.

Hon, D. G. Gawler: Why should the
police have power to take the liquor
away?

Hon. J. E. DODD: They bhave that
power when they can prove the liquor is
there for sale or for illicit purposes,

Hon. D. G. Gawler: But the clause
does not say so,

Hon. J. B. DODD: In circumsiances
like the present, surely we should give
some power to the poliece in cases where
a large number of foreigners may have a
considerable quantity of wine stored—
and bad wine at that. TUnfortunately,
most of them drink wine, Had Mr. Gaw-
ler seen the orgies which occur at these
places be would know what it is we are
trying to prevent, especially at such a

-
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time of excilement as this. On one occa-
sion the foreigners actnally took posses-
sion of a place on the Northern Gold-
fields; and they are in a majority at
various centres, Therefore the Govern- ’
ment consider that the police should have
these powers, which I do not disguise are
extreme, They will, however, only be
used in proclaimed areas, and not all over
the State. The liquor that is taken pos-
session of is confiscated only for so long
as the measure continues in force; not
altogether. It way be pecessary for
martial law to be proclaimed, but it is
much hetter to pass a Bill of this char-
acter than to go to the Federal authori-
ties and ask for martial law to be pro-
claimed.

Amendwment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed,

Clause 6—agreed to.

New clanse—Power to reduce rent:

Hon. J. E. DODD: I move—

That the following be added to stand
as Clause G :—“Any lessee or sub-lessee
of licensed premises may require his
lessor to abate o proportionate parteof
the rent reserved by the lease during the
operasion of any proclamation under
seclions lwe or three of this Act, and,
in default of an agreement between the
parties, the maller shall be referred to
the Chairman of the Licensing Court
for the District in which the licensed
premises are situated as sole arbitrator
under the Arbitration Act of 1895, and
the arbitrator wmay, in his discretion,
award that the rent lo be payable by
the lessee or sub-lessee during such
period shall be at such reduced rate as
the arbitrator shall, in the circumstances
of the case, deem reasonable, and his
award shall be binding upon the parilies
and final.

Hon, E. M. CLARKE: This seems to
me to make provision that the landlord
shall forego some portion of his rent in
consideration of the sale of liguor being
stopped. But what about the license;
will the Government make any rebate?

Hon. J. E. DODD: That is o matter T
eannot give a definite answer about, T
take it the Government will deal fairly
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with any person provided they ean do so
within the law.

New clause put and passed,

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

- BILL—PERTH MUNICIPALITY GAS
AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACT
AVLENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [3.40] in moving
the second reading said :  Some few
vears agoe the Perth City Conaecil pur-
chased the undertaking of the Perth
Electirie Light and Gas Company Limi-
ted, but betore doing so they secured
Parliamentary aothorisation for the
raising of £325,000. After the purchase
and after all expenses in  connection
*cith the purchase had been settled they
had a balance of £55,000. Since then
the Perth Connecil have not been able
to spend the money, and now they ap-
proach Parliament with the object of
getting legislative sanction to spend the
meney in another direction, still in the
direction of axsisting the business of the
munieipality as manufacturers of gas
and suppliers of electrie light. Qwing
to an alteration in the electric eurrent
from the direct to lhe alternating sys-
tem it has been found necessary to make
purchase of certain appliances, and these
will rin inle a faivly large sum, so it is
proposed to utilise the £55.000 that re-
nmains after the Perth Gas Company had
bheen paid by the Perth City Council, in
the direclion of accomplishing the re-
forms of the eleetrie lighting rendered
necessary by the agreement between the
Perth City Council and the Government
in connection with the power. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

[COUNCIL.]

In Commitiee, elcelera.

Bill passed through Cemmittee with-
out debate, reported withont amend-
ment and the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL--RIGITS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION.
Agsembly’'s Message,
Message from the Assembly received
acquainting the Couneil that the re-
quested amendments had been made.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and pussed.

MOTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK
ADVANCES.

Debate resumed from the previens
dayv on the motlion by Hon. C. F. Baxter
““That in the opinion of this House the
action of the Government in withhold-
ing 30 per cent, of the advances to the
farmers is against the best intcrests of
the eouniry.”’ -

Hon. H., P. COLEBATCH (East}
[5.44] : T have only a few words to
say. I mmst sapport the mation, It is

not the intenlion of the motion to mere-
ly criticise an ordinary adminisirative
aet of the Government, but it goes mueh
further in eriticising an act of repudia-
tion on the part of the Glovernmeunt. The
reduction of the advances by 350 per
cent. was not intended to apply to future
transactions, but to transactions which
had already been compleied as far as
{ire bank are econcerned. The bank had
been applied to for advances and the
individuals had been practically direet-
el on their part to make eommitments
in respect to the money to be advanced.
They made coniracts and the payment
of only 50 per cent. means that the con-
tractors in some enses and workmen in
other cases have been deprived of their
money, and in some cases storekeepers
have been deprived of their money. Of
course we understand that it is only for
the Lime lLeing and that ultimately they
will all be paid, but the inconvenience is
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very great and it is not a nice thing for
our Agricultural Bank to do something
which, if it were done by a private
banking institution, would compel that
institution to close its doors. 1 do mot
think the Governinent shonld have al-
lowed the ‘linances of the Agrieultural
Bank to get into sueh a pesition that it
wonld have to repudiate the obligations
it had entered into. There might at
any time arise ¢ircumstances which
would ecompel the trustees of the Agricui-
tnral Bank to decrease the volume of
their operations, and to say, ** We cannot
do as much as we hoped to do,” but there
shonld noi be a time when the Agrieul-
tural Bank could repudiate the obliga-
tions it had entered into. The Govern-
ment were embarrassed no doubt hy the
action of a past Federal Government
in opening the Federal Savings Bank in
opposition to the Sfate Savings Bank.
Two or three years ago our State
SRavings Bank chowed an excess of de-
posits over withdrawals amounting to
half a wmillion of money in a siugle
vear, all of which was available for
the Agricultural Bank and kindred in-
stitutions.  whereas last  vear, conse-
quent very Iargely upon the action of
the TFederal Savings Bank, our State
Savings Bank actually had to pay out
in withdrawals £46,000 more than it re-
eeived. The Crovernment are entitled to
svmpathy on that account. When we
recolleet that during the last three years
the Govermneni have horrowed no less
fhan 10 millions of money, it 1is
diseredilable that this institution should
have been allowed fo run short of
funds in  ihis  way. We had a
long debate last night over workers’
homes, and T refer to it now because
at the same (ime as the Govern-
ment made their announcement that the
Agrienltural Bank were cutting down
their advaneces by one-half, they made an
announcement in eonnection with work-
ers’ homes that the board might stay its
hand. I wish to illustrate the different
freatment meted ont to the lwo parties
concerned. T have a leiter received from
a client of the Agricultural Bank, and
signed by the managing frustee nnder
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date .2nd September. 1 do not intend to
read the first portion of it as that ap-
plies to financial details between the
elient and the bank, but I will read the
latter portion which slates—

I regret that the amount of capital
which the Government can place at
the disposal of the bank for the pre-
sent will only enable us te pay half
the value of yovur certificate. The bal-
ance will be made available when the
Government are able to finance on the
usual lines,

Therefore, to-day the Agricultural Bank
can give its clients no assurance of im-
mediate relief. It has to tell ils clients
that the money which the Government
can place at the disposal of the bank will
enable it to pay only half the value of
clients’ certifieates. This is the atlitude
taken up towards the elients of the Agn-
culturai Bank, I also have a copy of an
extraet from a newspaper, which, ac-
cording to the signature required to ar-
ticles dealing with Federal polities, is
edited by a party member of “our party”
--not my party, but the olher party—
and concerned in the ownership of it, T
understand, is the Colonial Seeretary
himself. This extract appeared in the
Geraldton Erpress on the 24th Angust—
about a fortnight ago—

Keen disappoiniment was occasioned
last weelt among all sections of the
communily when word emne that work
of erecting workers’ homes was not to
be gone on wilh, About a dozen ap-
plications for houses had recently been
approved and of rourse suecessful ap-
plicanis were disappointed when, on
acconnt of the war, the Government
deeided not to build at presenl, Natur-
ally, too, tradesmen, labourers, mer-
chants, and business people generally
were much concerned. It must be said,
however, that all eoncerned viewed the
malter philosophically and were pre-
pared to submit to the ill-fortunes of
war.

Apparently they made no protest and
under circumstances it would bhave been
extravagant behaviour on their part if
they had donme so. The article goes on
to say—
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All will be pleased to learn that the
Government have reversed their de-
¢ision and ii has been decided to im-
mediately commence ihe erection of
the buildings which have been ap-
proved by the board.
These are not buildings in the course of
erection which it might be desirable to
complete, but it has been decided to com-
mence the erection of buildings ap-
proved. The extract conlinues—
Mr. H. Wilkinson, the officer in charge
of the works, is now making the neces-
sary preliminary arrangements, and
hopes to have the work in hand in the
course of a few days,
I do not know whether that statement is
right or wrong; 1 have given my auth-
ority for if. If it is incorrect it is very
wrong indeed to mislead the people in
Geraldion with the idea that the Govern-
ment will go on building workers’ homes
for them, and it is particularly wrong
when it is done on the eve of an election
in whieh no doubt they are very much
interested; but if it is right the position
is worse, because it would be no less fthan
eriminal for the Government to go on
with the. erection of new homes at a time
when the Agricultural Bank is compelled
to write to clients and tell them it cannot
definitely say when it will be able to
meet its obligations.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Dvew—Central) [5.50]: This is
practically, as the hon, Mr. Colebaich has
stated, a molion of no-confidence in the
Government and 1 lremble when I fhink
of ihe possibilities if, after the motion is
carried, we are forced to appear before
the country prior to the 21st Oecfober as
has already been arranged. T will not
say it was an electioneering speech, but
it synchronises so happily with the eve
of the coming elections that one can see
is is very possible it might have some
effect in assisting the cause of Lhe Lib-
eral—cam—Country party on Saturday
next. The hon, Mr. Baxter said the Gov-
ernment look an unwise and drastic step
in restrieting the advances of the Agri-
cultural Bank by 50 per cent. The posi-
tion is that either the hon. gentleman has

[COUNCILL.]

a superficial knowledge of the situation
or that he is deliberately unfair to the
Government. When war was declared,”
we recetved a eable from the Agent Gen-
eral strongly advising us to conserve our
financial resources as much as possible as
the money market in the Old Country had
been elosed to all borrowers. We had at
the lime a fair amount of money in hand;
we had quite enough to carry us on for
gome months, bat we did not know how
long the war would last, we do not know
now how long lhe war will last-—it might
last only a few months or it might last
a few vears. Consequently if was neces-
sary to husband our resources in order to
he able to meet other engagements as
well as the engagements entered into in
connection with the Agricultural Bank
advances, The lhon. Mr. Baxter implied
that the Government should be in a posi-
tion to meet a crisis of this kind. It has
been pointed out that we have borrowed
a large amount of money during the last
three years, hut we have borrowed it only
wilh the anticipation of spending it
quickly. No sane Government would bor-
row money to hoard up for the future,
hecanse if we borrow money we have to
pay interest on it straightaway, so that
all Governments simply borrow enough
to carry them on over a period of a few
months.  About six months ago when we
raised a loan on the London money mar-
ftet, we could have raised eonsiderably
more than we did, hut if we had done so,
we would not have been able tv uhlise it
and would have been paying interest dn
a large proportion of it from then un-
til now, The Agricultural Bank appro-
vals, we discovered when the cable com-
munication ¢ame from Sz Newton Moore,
amounted fo close on £600,000. There
were also commitments in other diree-
tions, and of course only limiled loan
moneys were available, We had to hus-
hand our resources. We realised that the
Federa! Government might come to our
assistance; indeed it was their duty to
come (o our aid, beeanse they have the
monopoly of this note issue, and the
State Government have no power fo issue
notes, a power which they could have
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enjoved under other circumstances. We
met Sir John Forrest in eonfer-
ence and placed the position before
him, MHe could give us no de-
finite assurance that the Federal
Government wounld extend relief to us,
but he gave us some little hope that if
we were i a position to contribute to the
geld reserve, the Federal Government
might be able to issue notes io lhe exstent
of four times the amount of gold we were
prepared to deposit. We saw the neces-
sity more than ever for husbanding our
resources, a phrase to which the hon. Mr.
Baxter takes strong exception, hecanse we
realised that for every pound we could
put down to the Commonwealth, we
would be able up to a certain limit in
the diseretion of the Wederal Treasurer to
lift up four notes: According to the hon.
Mr, Baxter we were sacrificing the posi-
tion of hundreds of men on the land.
War enlails sacrifices and this war is en-
tailing sacrifices on people in every part
of the British dowminions.  All brave
spirits must be prepared to endure saeri-
fices. In England now they are enduring
sacrifices: those fighting on the battle
fields for our national existence are mak-
ing sacrifices, and the widows of soldiers
—the new-made widows—have to endure
sacrificez, and is not the farmer prepared
to make some saerifiee? Under such eir-
enmstances as these, I would be sorry to
think he was not prepared to do so, and
I would be sorry to think that My,

Baxter is trulv  representing the
farmer’s ideas and opinions. I econtend
that what we did will prove to

be the salvation of the farmer, We shall
have considerably more mouey than we
would have had if we had adopted the
suggestion of Mr, Baxter and Mr. Cole-
bateh. If we had handed out this money
we would have so much less to put down
now to the Federal Treasurer who insisls
that 25 per cent. of the money we re-
quire must be deposited in gold. The
promise comes from the Federal Treas-
urer that his Government will finance
the State Government. Yes, but only to
4 limited extent, although a contrary im-
pression has been created by none less
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than Sir John Forrest himself, He sent
a wire to Albany stating that the Albany
harbour works eould now be proceeded
with, as the Federal Government were
supplying the State Government with
funds. Our loan expenditure for last
year was on an average £240,000 per
month,  Our requirements this year
to permit of necessary public works
bheing  proceeded with amount 10
£197,000. We decided not to asi
for anything unreasonable from rhe
Federal Government, In view of the
fact that Sir John Forrest stated when
we eonsnlted him that they could only
lend to a limited extent, we asked for a
loan of £130,000 a month. We ent down
the amount as mneh as possible. Shortly
afterwards we noticed in the Press that
the Yederal Government had stated that
they were prepared to lend the States
sullicient money to enable publie works
to be ecarried on to their full volume.
The Premier thereupon lelegraphed to
the Prime Minister and asked if i was
correct, and if he was prepared to ad-
vance money (o the Stale in order that
public works covuld be carried on to their
full voluine, The Prime Minister wired
to the effect that what we had asked for
was quite high encugh; inferentially he
would not be in a position to supply
more. In return for the use of the notes
which cost the Commonwealth merely the
expense of prinling we shall have to pay
gomething like £60,000 a vear, or 4 per

- cent. interest on the money. The Govern-

ment brought in a Bill authorising the
increase of the capital of the Agricnl-
tural Bank by half-a-million. Under the
old authorisation £600,000 was approved
of but pot paid. The hon, Mr. Baxter
is evidently under the impression that
there was no necessity for the Rill T
suhmitted for the consideration of the
House the other night. He apparently
forgets that the Apgrieultural Bank ap-
provals are a commitment, and that with-
out parliamentary authorisation no eom-
mitment can take place, The position
of accounts in connection with the Ag-
ricultural Bank was when I introduced
that Bill that there was only available
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in the way of commitimenis the sum of
£260,000. The bank could not constitu-
tionally commit to any greaier extent
without fresh parliamentary authorisa-
tion. The hon. Mr. Paxter in suggesting
that the bank was authorised for a com-
mitment of £900,000 forgets that we have
to go by approvals, and that every appro-
val amounts to a commitment, and that
we must not exceed the amount author-
ised by Parliament. When I intreduced
the Bill £260,000 remained which we
could provide by way of commitments.
At the rate of progress at which money
has been lent in the past that amount
will soon disappear. Although the money
is not actually handed out, the fact that
approval is given is sulficient to consti-
tute a commitment. Mr. Baxter said that
a minute had been issued to the public
service that publie servants would not be
put off, and that there were hnndreds of
men in the Government Departments who
could be done without. The dogmatism of
the hon. member is cheerfully refresh-
ing. It seems that he is not in his right
place; he should be appoinied the Public
Service Commissioner of the State; and
if he eould discover hundreds of persons
in the public employ who were not earn-
ing their money, or who could be dis-
pensed with, if he veceived a salary for
that work of £5,000 a year it would be
a good plan for the Government to secure
his serviees and give him an opportunity
of exercising his genius. With regard to
the civil service, the Government are not
prepared to shoulder all the burdens, con-
sequent upon this war, upon the civil ser-
vants of the country; these are prepared
to make sacrifices, and have already made
a commencement in that direction. They
are organising and we find that they pro-
pose to contribute to a speeial fund,
whieh contribution will mean a saum of
something like £15,000 a vear. The
poliey of the Government is that all hacks
shall hear a fair share of the hurden
which has to be borne whilst the war is
in operation, which war will probably
continue for some tfime fto come. The
hon. member’s speech was a marvel of
inconsistency. He savs, “Are we to con-
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tinue to borrow in order to keep things
going?”  He condemns borrowing, but
he apparently forgets that the whole of
our agricultural railways areconstructed

out of borrowed moneys. He does not
appear to be aware that the amounts
from the Agricultural Bank are at pre-
sent mainly advanced out of loan moneys.
I may say fhat almost all these moneys
are so advanced. He is evidently not
aware that the seed wheat and fertilisers
which the Government have supplied to
agrienlturists in dry areas in order to
tide them over the drought have been
purchased by money which has come
from Loan Funds. He says that the
farmers want assistance to tide them over
bad times, and if the Government do not
assist them he asks who will? What in-
consisteney! In the first place he says
that we should cease borrowing money
and then goes on to say that the farmer
wants assistance, and asks who should
render that assistance except the Gov-
ernment. 1 have a very lively recollection
of what took place a few nights ago when
the hon. gentleman joined with others
in refusing to protect the Government
in connection with their transactions in
respect to seed wheat and fertiliser. They
absolutely refused to give us security;
and this will stand on record against
them in the pages of Hansard. They
have tied the hands of the Government,
and have prevented them from rendering
any future assistance to the farmers. He
says that there is no thrift mn Weslern
Australia, and that there are fourteen
houses of amusement in Perih. He did
not say that the Government were fo
blame, but judging from the tone of his
speech he must have intended that the
Government were open to censure hy
reason of the fact that the people of
Perth, ipstead of going about with the
features of an undertaker, decided to go
in for innocent and harmless amusement.
The hon. genlleman said that the Gov-
ernment should advance five shillings an
acre on fallow, and that they should have
granted assistance in the way of reed
wheat and ferfiliser to the extent of
£300,000 instead of £90,000. This would
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bave meant still more horrowed money,
stil more loans, and yet he said that
horrowing should be diseontioued. T
think | must now withdraw my remarks
concerning the wisdom of his being ap-
pointed Public Service Commissioner ;
there should be wider avenues for the
exercize of his genins in the pesition of
Treasurer of the State. I contend thatl
what the Government have dome—and it
has heen approved by the people of the
State—is in the hest interests of the goun-
try. The delay in connection with the
payment of advances by the Agrieultural
Banlk to the extent of fifty per cent. hus
placed the Government in a very much
stronger finaneial position than could
possibly have heen the case in other
cireumstances, The war had not broken
out a fortnight, the notification of the
war had not gone forth a fortnight,
and searcely had the Government de-
cided to restriet advances, when there
was a elamour in every agrieultural dis-
irict of the State, engineered by the
gentlemen who had their eye on the
fortheoming election. TIs that British
‘pluck, British endurance, or British
fair-play 2 The money, so far as
we have received any from the Federal
(tovernment. amounts to £20,000. That
is all thev have been able to supply
us with up to date. We had to put
down £5,000 and were returned £20,000
it notes. We are ready to pui down
considerably more as soon as the
Commonwealth Government are ready
to furnish the paper money in place of
sovereigns,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Have they told
vou they are not ready?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : I
understand so. Tt is no fault of ours,
We have the money, and we are in a
position to borrow, under the terms
offered, a fairly large amount.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: And they are not
willing to give it to you?

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: T
cannot say.,

Hon." W, Kingsmill: It is as well to
be definite,

[38]
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
have not been in communication with the
Premier for the last two days. I lhave
no doubt that the motion will be earried,
probably by a narrow majority if it goes
to a division. I do not intend lo call for
a division, but I leave it to the good
sense and to the justice, impartiality
and fair-play of hon. members, and
would ask them whelher at this par-
iieular yeriod of our history, with this
crisis before us, a motion of this
character should be iabled. I conteud
that it should not be carried in view
of the explanation I have given, and if
it iz ecarried T ean assure hon. members
that it will cause no sleepless nights to
the members of the Ministry,

Hon, W, Kingsmill: That is right,

Hon. C. . BAXTER (East—in reply)
[6.8]: The Colonial Secretary has taken
a long time to explain the position of the
Government in regard to withholding
advances from the farmers. T still can
see no reason why this has been done,
aven in view of the faet as has been said
that they are only husbanding their re-
sources. The Premier knows that they
are going to get a certain amount of
mobev from the Federal Treasarer.
Surely he can do something better ihan
he has done for the farmers. The evi-
dence shows that even up to a late hour
vesterday he had not done anything
betler for the farmers than to pay fifty
rer cent, of the advances due from the
Agrigultural Bank. Both the hon, Mr.
Cornell and the Celonial Secretary have
made use of statements that I was
merely doing this from ihe electioneer-
ing point of view. I say emphatically
that T have no interest in the elections
bevond the interest of an ordinary
elector. Tt is well known that there are
no candidates ont in the interests of the
Country party, and no hon. member in
this Chamber can accuse me of working
in any election for any partienlar
candidate.

Hon. J. Cornell: Have you no aspira-
tions?

Hon. . F. BAXTER: None whatever,
The hon, Mr, Cornell stated that the
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miners had not received anmy benefit dur-
ing the past few years, I can say in
(hat regard that the miners have enjoyed
good wages and constant employment,
and have been n a position to be able to
enjoy every luxury, which has been
denied to the man on the land. The
man on the land has been content io
slave on, and wages and cash have been
an unknown quantity to him, It has
been a pure existence for the man on the
land, and luxuries have been unknown
to him.

Hon. J. Cornell : The miners
assured of an early death at least,

Hon. ¢, T, BAXTER: The remarks of
{he Colonial Secretary this afternoon
have not convinced me that anything lias
ocenurred to prevent the Government from
earrving out their just obligations; they
ghould be prepared to meet ohligations
like this, 1 eannot understand what kind
of finanee they eall it when during the
first week of a war they curtail their
exnenditnre and refrain  from meeting
their obligalions, ond reduce by fifty
per eent. (he advances from the Agrieul-
tural Bank. Tf any private banking in-
slitufion were to do the sane thing, what
would he thought of it?

on. J, B, Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
A moratorium was declared in England
during the first few doys of the war,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: We have the
Premier’s assurance that the employees
of the service are nol going to he pat off
and retrenched. The Colonial Sceretary
has not replied to my remarks as to why
in view of the faet that they have eut
down the advanecs to the farmers by fifty
per cent, the same ihing has not bheen
made fo apply to the Workers’ Homes
scheme.  As he has not referred to it, T
take it that this is correet. Certainly the
statement demands some reply from him.
It shows that what T stated vesterday
afternoon in this Chamber was auite
correct. There is no getting away from
the faet, The workers’ homes legislation
was class legislation. Tt seems to me that
a hundred per cent, should have been ad-
vanced to the farmers just as it has been
advanced for the building of workers'
homes, Tf it is richt in one case it is

are
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right in another. There is no doubt that
preference has been shown to  the
worker, and that this preference has been
proved up to the hilt. The Colonial
Secretary in stating the amount author-
ised lo the Agricultnral Bank mentioned
the sum of £160,000. As I said yester-
day, under the onld autherisation, the
authorisation was close on  £900,000,
which had te be provided, during the next
half-year, and to whieh I take it this new
authorisation is meant to apply. I do not
think they ean find more than this swmn
of monev, and therefore there is no need
for any new aulhorisation, We are told
that in the near future they will meet the
full hundred per cent. I have every
reason to believe that the statement is
correct, (hat the amount which is being
provided from the Agricultural Bank
this month amounts to something like
£16,000 only. As a matter of fact it
takes £40,000 a month to carry the Agri-
cultural Bank through. In reference to
the question of horrowing, what T stater
veslerdny afterngon was that borrowing
should be curtailed, and ihat the sooner
we did that in this State the befter it
would be. T quite reeognise that agri-
enltural railwavs are provided out of
borrowed moneyv, and that we eannot wo
on with them without borrowing a certain
amo'nt of monev. T was merely desir-
ing thal the Government should not wo
foo far. The Colonial Seeretary admit-
ted that (he interest on the amount pro-
nosed to bhe borrowed from the Federal
Treasurer would mean another £60,000.
Tt is reallv alarming the way in which
this interest bill is ereeping up. I do
not think there is any need to reply any
further, and T will leave the matter in
lhe hands of the Chamber,
Question put and passed.

Ritting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT—STATE OF
RU'STNESS,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
I. M. Drew—Central) : I wish to inform
hon. members that there are two Bills he-
Fore another place. One is the Postpone-
ment of Debis Bill. and the other an in-
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dusirial measure, There is to be an
amendment to one of the Bills, which will
probably be accepted, and that will neces-
sitale a clean print being made, There-
fore it is impossible for us to eonclude
our business to-night.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Do you think we
will finish on Tuesday?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
T move—

That the House do now adjourn.
Question passed.

House adjourned at 7.34 p.m.
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QUESTION — RAILWAY, WONGAN
HILLS-MULLEWA,

Mr, MOORE (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, When will
the ballasting of the Wongan Hills-Mul-
lewa railway be completed? 2, Will he
favourably consider the reducing of all
rates for carriage of all goods directly
the ballasting is completed?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: It would be impossible for me
to give from memory either the date or
the information required by the hon.
member. Therefore I shall have to ask
him to give notice of the question.

Mr, MOORE: Then I give notice of
the question for the next sitting.

QUESTIQN — SLEEPER HEWERS
LICENSES.

Mr. LAYMAN (without notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: 1, Is he aware
that many hundreds of men in the South-
West previously working as sleeper hew-
ers are now out of employment owing to
their not being granted hewers’ licenses;
also that some of the said men, together
with those dependent on them, are in a
state bordering on destitution? 2, If so,
will the Goverment reconsider its deter-
mination fo refuse to grant licenses to
these men?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: The question is one which requires
some consideration, and I will ask the
hon. member to give notice of it.

QUESTION—ROAD MAINTENANCE,
CLAREMONT.

Mr. MONGER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, Is it a faet
that the Minister has served a notiee
upen the Claremont Roads Board re-
quiring them to put that portion of
Railway-road facing the Karrakatta
eemetery in repair? 2, Has the board
refused to comply with such notice? 3,
If 50, what action does the Minister pro-
pose to take in the matter?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: It is true that the Public Works
Department took exception to the state



